Vista Del Lago High School

School Site Advisory Council Meeting Minutes
October 20, 2011
I.  Sign In and Call to Order
Mr. Ron Hellerstedt called the meeting to order at 3:21pm.   Members present were:  Ron Hellerstedt, Tami Depasse, Pat Bazanos, Susie Johnson, Matthew de Guzman, Violeta Garcia, Janie Carrio, Judy Fink, Bobbiette Dillon, John Francis, Clarissa Dobson, Koraima Tapia, and Moises Santos.

II.  Introductions


Each member present introduced themselves and stated their representative position (teacher, staff, student rep, parent, etc).

III. SSC Mission

Mr. Hellerstedt, SSC facilitator, stated that the bylaws and school site plan are available on the school website (http://www.vistadellagohs.org/).  The job of the SSC is to approve any categorical fund requests.  Categorical funding allocations for each year are described in the school plan.  There are two sources of categorical funding that is reviewed by the SSC: EIA/LEP (English Language Learner) funds and Title 1 funds.  Additionally, the EIA carryover amount for this year is $20,093, which will be allocated as well.  Our job is to review requests for this money from staff members and from committees like ELAC.

IV. Principal’s Report


Ms. Bazanos welcomed everyone and thanked them for being present.  She then discussed how categorical funds are targeted towards specific subgroups, like students who are dropout risks, those who struggle to pass Algebra 1, etc.  She stated that those students who fail Algebra 1 are most likely to drop out, and that subgroup is receiving a bulk of the Title 1 funds this school year.  

Ms. Bazanos then outlined the process for writing and approving the Single Plan for School Achievement  (SPSA).  The SPSA is available for review in English http://www.mvusd.net/ourpages/school_plans/12High%20School/Vista%20del%20Lago%202011-12.pdf) and in Spanish (http://www.mvusd.net/ourpages/school_plans/12High%20School/Vista%20del%20Lago%202011-12%20Spanish.pdf).  After various committees meet throughout the year to discuss pertinent financial issues, the Single Plan for School Achievement is written, then approved by the SSC and submitted to the District Office in the spring for review.  The SPSA includes notes for all discussions of any issues, budgets of EIA and Title 1 funds, and an action plan to target specific subgroups.


Next topic for discussion and review was the WASC accreditation process.  WASC stands for the Western Association of Schools and Colleges.  They evaluate and review our SPSA and determine whether we are in fact following through with programs and plans to improve student achievement.  Staff committees have completed a review of the previous WASC documents and made suggestions for this year’s WASC review.


Finally, Ms. Bazanos recognized some events of interest.  Math parent night was a success.  Our first college fair will be held tonight, and will include vendors, employers, technical schools, and universities.  The Health Academy will be recognized as a Model of Academic Excellence at the Riverside County Education Summit on 10/27.  Our pre-Engineering and Read 180 programs have already been recognized at previous summits.  CAHSEE testing is November 2-3 for juniors and seniors who still need to pass it to graduate.


V.  EIA Carryover Funds


Mr. Hellerstedt stated that the SPSA in effect for this year allocates $484,000 in Title 1 monies and $201,000 in EIA funds.  The plan and its allocations can be discussed and changed by this governing body.  We will also receive $20,093 in EIA carryover funds, and suggestions for this allocation were solicited last year from staff, ELAC and EL specialists (see attachment).  After clarification and discussion, Bobbiette Dillon motioned to approve the allocation of the EIA carryover funds.  Ms. Judy Fink seconded the motion, and the motion was passed unanimously.
V.  Closing Remarks and Next Meeting

Ms. Violeta Garcia reminded those present of the importance of showing up at each SSC meeting.  If all groups of interest are not represented, no voting on any allocation of funds can take place.  Mr. Hellerstedt stated that these SSC meetings are open to the public.  The meeting agendas are posted in English and Spanish 72 hours in advance to the windows in front of school as well as published to our website (http://www.vistadellagohs.org/).  These minutes and any subsequent notes will be typed and emailed out to all attendees, as well as posted to the school website in English and Spanish.  With all business attended to, Mr. Hellerstedt stated that the next SSC meeting will take place on November 17th, 2011 at 315pm.  The subsequent meetings will be held on 1/19/12, 2/23/12, 3/15/12, 4/19/12, and 5/24/12 if needed.  The motion to adjourn the meeting was proposed by Ms. Violeta Garcia, seconded by Bobbiette Dillon and Violeta Garcia and passed unanimously.
